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Our ent1re commumty beneﬁts When We g1ve Where We llve

KATE MCLEAN
AND BRYAN MCQ“EENEY

“That’s Just the way it is” are six
words that too often stand between peo-

ple and the progress they' really want.

“At the .Center for Nonprofit Leader-
sh1p at California Lutheran University,

" we decided it’s no longer good enough to

accept that response toa troubling trend
that diminishes the quality of life in ev-

: ery Ventura County community.

“This may surprise local residents who

have witnessed the generosity of their
neighbors, but for decades our county .
has fallen way below oother California -
counties in dollars. donated to local non-

profits. -
Figures compﬂed for the 2017 State of

the Region Report, released last week by

" the Ventura County Civic Alliance and

reported in The Star, show. our nonprof-
its take in 50 percent less than their
counterparts in Los. Angeles County and -
‘more than 60 percent less than those in

Santa Barbara County.

" In 2016, Ventura County nonprofxts"

raised Just below $3,150° per resident

each year to. Santa. Barbara’s sllghtly :
more. than $8 235 and LA s just over

$6,060.

Donations to local nonproflts Would:‘
' nee%to increase m

e than 90 percent
to reach the sta average of $6 000

L

-ble. /
And as much as nonprofits do almost i
every resident has a wish list of what
“more could be done, Perhaps at the top of
" yourlist is anew neighborhood park with
-programs to fight obesity.. Or more ser- -

~ Almost every: day, your. quahty of life ~
- is improved by a nonproflt If your chil-

dren are involved in the YMCA, a non-

and donors’ trust in-the ablhty to do 50.

‘We believe building capacity-and build- -

- ing trust go hand in hand.

profit benefits your family. If your
grandchildren experience the magicofa
live stage play, chances are a nonprofit
provided that, If a family. member has

special needs and benefits from voca-

_tional training or specialized therapy,

"Here is what we at the Center for Non-

profit Leadership are doing to address :

the donation shortfall:
- » We started the Live Here/Give Here
Task Force and will invite the best minds

- inlocal philanthropy to focus on tackling

that may well be provided by anonprofit. -

If you adopt a homeless pet, hike a litter-
free trail or listen'to a Beethoven over-
ture, a nonproflt 11kely made that possi-

this problem. It will take individual phi-

1anthrop1sts ‘nonprofit leaders and rep-
P resentatives from corporations, founda- -

tions:and government to change the cul-

- ture of philanthropy in Ventura County.

vices to prevent €lder abuse. Or tralnmg

that prepares kids for' good JObS 1n the

.let century economy.

‘Our local nonprof1ts have made pro-

gress in fundraising: Their revenue al- -
~most doubled between 2005 and 2015,
from $1.4 billion to $2.7 billion, but the i
_gap between Ventura County giving and.

“that of our neighbors to the north and "

“south has remamed pers1stent over the' i
years. . -
- We believe the dlsparlty isa problem‘»
“that can be solved with sustained focus,
‘.enex
- mat relat1onsh1p between the nonprofit
‘sectors capac1ty to address problems

-and resources. There is an inti-;

i

at.our local colleges and universities to

“help us find new sources of datato better
“tinderstand and track trends in local giv-"

ing. The State of the Region Report does

an outstanding job. of- prov1d1ng snap--
shots of how our community is faring.
-~ Overthe coming year,we will dig deeper:

into the statistics and use thisnew under- . H
standlng to develop long-term strate-

gies.

» We are engaging academic experts
“to take part ina focus group oranswera:
"questlonna1re :Send your feedback to

' ':nox%proﬁt@ca utheranedu.

» Phllanthroplst HenryFordbeheved ’
that for:the best long-term results, his
‘foundation should seek to-increase the
supply of competent leaders. Thatisex:
 actly what Cal Lutheran has empowered
-ustodoat the Center for Nonproflt Lead-.
'ersh1p We are dedicated to improving .
‘the effectlveness of local nonprof1ts Vo
promotmg the hlghest standards of pric- -
tice so they use donated dollars effec-:

man. of - the ‘center’s. Program Design’
‘Committee and the Live H ere/Gwe%—I
Task Force. - :

“ t1vely In the fall the center W1ll launch a.
Board Leadership Institute to- ensure
nonprofit trustees know their oversight

and fundraising responsibilities. That is-
critical in building the trust it takes:to
get individuals, :major foundations and
corporatlons to. mvest 1n local nonprof— :
its.” e
» We 1nv1te 1nput from ou to help usf,;

you don't, Offer suggestmn :
spread the Live Here/Give Here 1
sage. Let us know if you mlght be willing

heve that with these steps and by T

‘workmg together to. Live' Here/lee .

ere, we will make steady progress in
ing nonprofits that don’t settle for
o but work with the people

- of Ventura County to create homegrown

solutions that W111 make us the envy of

. _th1s state. -

“Kate McLaan, of Wes‘tlake Vlllage, lS‘ ‘

' chazrwomangof the Center for Nonprofit

Leadership -4 dmsory Board. - Bryan
cQueeney, ) Thousand Oaks,i lS chair-

ere



